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BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: Today's date is 


December 12, 2001. The time is now 1343 hours. This 


is Battalion Chief Malkin of the Safety Battalion. I'm 


conducting an interview with Fireman Christopher Murray 


ngine 207 at 


ts 


of Engine 205. We're at the quarters of 


this time. There is nobody else in the room. The 


interview concerns the events of September 11, 2001, 


and what follows is the interview. 


QO. Just talk at normal tones so that it picks 
you up. 
A. I guess it was about 8:50. A passerby 


stopped in quarters, told us that the first plane just 
hit the north tower. Personally, I happened to be the 


person to take that verbal from the passerby. I walked 


out in the street and you could see the north tower 


right down Middagh Street. You could see the billowing 


smoke. I went back into the firehouse, told the guys 
to put on the news. Us being where we were, everybody 
knew we felt we were going to get assigned. 


Roughly, I would say, it was three minutes max, Engine 


205 got assigned to the Trade Center. 


We went over the Brooklyn Bridge, came down I 


believe it was Broadway and stopped the rig on Broadway 


and Liberty. At the same time, the second plane hit. 
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So when we were stepping off the rig, we heard the 
explosion and we looked up and we saw what everybody 


else saw, a big ball of fire, smoke, flame debris, 


building debris. 
We got off the rig, grabbed the roll-ups, and 


our boss, thankfully, decided that it was not a safe 


place for us to be. We moved the rig. We went down a 


little south and came up on Church Street and I believe 


that would be Greenwich or Trinity rather. It looks 


like Trinity. I believe it would probably be Trinity 


and maybe Cedar. 
QO. Okay. 


A. No. Sorry. I guess maybe Trinity and 


Thames. Right by the Burger King, across the street, 


actually, by the church, by Trinity Church there. We 


grabbed our roll-ups. We walked over to the command 


post on West Street, on West and Liberty, and we spoke 


to Chief Barbara. 


QO. So you walked about three blocks over? 

A. Yes, we walked. 

QO. You walked past the whole Trade Center 
complex? 

A. Right. I think the only time we actually 


traveled on Liberty Street, and I'm not sure because I 
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don't know if we came behind 130 Liberty and came up 
Washington to Cedar, but I know we wound upcoming 
behind Washington or down Washington over to Cedar to 


West Street. 


QO. Okay. 

A. At this time Chief Barbara was right by the 
footbridge. 

QO. South footbridge? 

A. Yes, the south footbridge. 

QO. Okay. 


eS 
Ee 


told us to stand fast, which we did for, I guess, well, 
it seemed like an hour, but more than likely it was 
five or ten minutes. 


At this time we witnessed a lot of jumpers, a 


lot of debris falling off of the building. I don't 


know if you want to talk about Danny Suhr because we 


eventually got involved with Danny Suhr. 


QO. Who is that? 
A. He's another fireman. I think he's from 216, 
but I'm not sure. Danny Suhr, it's rumored he got hit 


by a jumper. 
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Q. You tell me everything. This will help us. 
A. Standing on West Street across from Liberty, 


watching the jumpers, we saw a jumper come off the 
south side of the south tower, which would be the side 


facing Liberty Street, say on the cross street, a good 


distance to the southeast corner of this parking lot, 


which would actually be the northwest corner of Cedar 
and Washington, which is where Danny Suhr and his 
company, which, again, I believe, was 216, they were 
forming up to make their way to the towers. Danny Suhr 


got struck. Approximately a half a minute to a minute 


later, we came upon the scene, stopped to help Danny 


Suhr, dropped our roll-ups, grabbed a bunch of EMTs. 


There were other companies there. The companies I 


remember, I think, were 122. Somebody said 217, but I 


don't remember seeing them, which, again, it doesn't 


mean they weren't there. There were probably about 20 


firemen trying to help Danny. 


We were there for about five minutes. We 


helped Danny get loaded into the bus, went back, 


reformed, grabbed our roll-ups, put our Scotts back on, 


started walking north on Washington Street. At this 
time we were -- actually, it might have been in front 


of 90 West. I think we were in front of 90 West and we 
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were going to start walking north on Washington. Our 


Lieutenant decided that the safer way to go would be to 


go down to Albany, over to Greenwich, down into the 


Rector Street train station, which is on Greenwich and 


Rector Street, and try to come up to 4 World Trade 


through the tunnel. 


QO. Through the tunnel. 


A. Through the tunnel. We made our way south 


from where we were, which was Cedar and Washington, 
south on Washington, behind 130 Liberty Street. As 


soon as we got behind 130 Liberty Street, the building 


came down. So it's us, 122 I know was there, I believ 
the remainder of 216, minus Danny Suhr, if that is his 


company. It could be 219 for all I know. We were all 


there. We formed up in the basement on the back side 


of that building to regroup after the collapse to avoid 


all the stuff you see on the news, the cloud of dust, 


the pitch black, the debris, everything else. Our boss 


took a role call. All our members were accounted for. 


At this time w xited the building back onto 


Greenwich Street and Albany. Realizing that there was 


really no way to go north at this point, we started 


heading south and we started searching the storefronts, 


vehicles, for other civilians in need of aid, and I 
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believe we got as far as possibly, if there's an 
address here, which I don't think there is, opposite -- 


I think we were in this building opposite 19 Rector 


Street. We went in there again to reform, try to get 


some water to clean out our eyes, regroup, make sure 


everybody is all right. We didn't aid civilians in any 


way except probably gave them a direction to go, which 
was south, go to the ferry, go south. Probably we were 
in there for five to ten minutes max. Our Lieutenant 


now wanted to go find our chauffeur, who at the time we 


thought was missing, so we started going back north. 


Going back north, we heard the other building 


coming down. Almost as soon as we left the building we 
were in, the other building came down. A cloud of dust 


ensued. We kind of went back into the next building we 


came upon to let the dust settle. Me and another 
firefighter, George Clancy, with the -- I don't want to 
say recommendation -- at the request of a civilian 


searched the two lower floors of this building looking 


for a school that was rumored to have 20 or 30 kids in 


it. We didn't get any access. We assumed that the 
school had been evacuated. 
We left there, walked back up, and we saw 


our boss, who had spoken to the other guys in our 
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company now who had come on their own. They had given 


us word on our chauffeur, that he was taken to the 


hospital. The other guys that were there, frantic 


calls on the radio trying to get in touch with anybody, 


and at this time we still had no idea what the 


magnitude of this was. We managed to get most of our 


guys that we knew were ther 
Prior to all of that, prior to leaving West 


Street, I remember 118's report that they were on the 


15th floor. I don't know which building. I don't 


think they gave a building. I think it was just to the 
battalion who sent them into the World Trade Center, 
and they said 118 is on the 15th floor working our way 


up. Then, when the buildings came down, we realized 


that we lost probably all of the truck. 


We went back over to West Street after th 


second collapse and started stretching 3-1/2 hose to 


marine, which was down in the pier area over here. I 


guess that would be Gateway Plaza. 


Q. Right. 
A. Or maybe north. No, I guess it would have to 
be. Because most of the stuff that we did, we 


stretched down Albany probably, so I would have to 


assume that they were down here. 
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After doing that, we got assigned to 90 West 


Street or the building south of that, which I think was 


70 


pretty much fully involved. 


was -- I'm just guessing -- just guessing, 


West Street, because 90 West Street was burning, 


somewhere in the neighborhood of about 11:00, 


We 


se 


af 


I would assume that this 


I would say 


11:30. 


entered 70 West Street, went up to the 37th floor, 


t up a Stang, and spent the remainder of the 


room on the 37th floor putting water on 90 West 


Street. 
QO. Is that right? 
A. Yeah. Then about 9:00 o'clock at ni 


Chiefs asked 


24 


chauffeur, I believe, we were released. They told 


hours, which at this time was half of 205, 


ght, 


that anybody who was working for more 


plus 


you've been released, report back in the morni 


Wwe 


ng. 


ternoon until about 9:00 o'clock at night in a hotel 


the 


than 


Then 


went down in the street and, you know, you do your 


own private search looking for people that you know, 


guys you've seen. Guys that I saw over here on West 


Street that I know personally were Arthur Barry from 15 


Ladder, 15 and 4 down on South Street. 


QO. From 15 and 4? 


A. Yes, 15 and 4. He was down there. 


He was at 
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quarters that morning. He went up there, I believ 
Actually, I'm certain. He was listed as missing. He 
was also on West Street. I saw 101 come up with their 


rig. I saw 202 and 224, I think, also come up with 
their rigs, and this is all before we left. Soa lot 
of these companies were at the command post on the west 
side. 

Q. The command post you said was still somewhere 
near that side footbridge? 

A. Yes. Well, they didn't have an official 
command post set up. They had a Chief that was sort of 


forming a command post. He didn't have the boards out, 


the command post that we know where you have the boards 
and Field Com. 

Q. Right. 

A. He had, I guess, a group of companies asking 


him which way do we go, where do we go, where do you 


want us? So whether he was setting it up at the time 


or the other Chiefs wanted him to stay and they were up 


by the north bridge at the command post, maybe they 


told him to go down there and accept companies. I have 


no idea. That's speculation. But that's where Chief 


Barbara was and that's basically the end of the day. 


Q. Was there any order to switch handy-talkie 
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frequencies? I'm just thinking, how did they -- when 
they knew they had two buildings, they couldn't even do 
one building reasonably on channel 1. 

A. I don't know. I didn't have a radio. 

Q. Oh, okay. 

A. The message that I heard, the report that I 


heard from 118, I mean, you're used to hearing company 


numbers, you hear it and for whatever reason it just 
stands out over all the other reports. That one I 
heard, and then you heard the Maydays, you heard all 


the Maydays. 


QO. After the first building came down? 

A. Yes. 

QO. On the handy-talkie, there were a lot of 
Maydays? 

A. A lot of Maydays, a lot of people -- well, it 


was basically just back up, back up, back up, and 


that's pretty much what I remember of the whole day. 


Q. Were any orders given to like, hey, let's go 
on the pile. I mean, once the smoke cleared and -- 

A. I don't know. 

QO. You didn't hear that? 

A. No, I don't know, because we were in the 


hotel all day. So halfway through the day or a couple 
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hours through the day, we actually lost our radios. 


Our radios went dead. It's probably more than half of 


the day. Probably about 4:00 o'clock, 5:00 o'clock, 


our radios went dead, because we heard reports all day 
long of 7 World Trade possibly coming down and I think 


at 5:30 that came down. 


Q. Right. 
A. So we heard that all day long, all the 
warnings. But as far as the other directions that 


people were giving or getting, everything was garbled. 
You had a lot of transmissions, people stepping on 
everybody, a lot of Maydays, a lot of confusion. I 
mean, nothing but confusion. 

Personally, and this is an opinion, I don't 
think there was anybody there that would have given 


anybody an order to go dig. But that's just my 


personal opinion. Hearing some of the transmissions 


that they sent that they put on CNN, you could pick up 


transmissions, if you were able, evacuate the area, if 
you're able. But as far as individual orders over the 


radio to individual companies, a direct order to 


individual companies, I didn't hear any of that or I 


couldn't make any of that out if there was. Like I 


said, the radios were a ball of confusion. 
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QO. Most of the time, huh? 
A. Yes. I mean, all day. 


QO. All day. 


A. All day. All you heard was Maydays, and 
whether it was from members in the building, I'd like 
to believe that it wasn't, because that's going to be a 


horrible thought for anybody that there were guys in 


there that survived the collapse. That's just kind of 


sad. There would be no rescue. So I'd like to believe 


that all the Maydays were from people out in the street 


trying to get the attention, 


This is before the collapse. Actually, afterwards 


everybody pitched in, 


RE cei) 21 che firemen 


were looking up. 


QO. The firemen that got hit from earlier on in 


the story, he wasn't alive? They were giving him first 
aid. Was he conscious at any point? 


A. No, he wasn't conscious. Whether or not he 
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still had any vitals we couldn't ascertain, but his 


company was working on him, so they were giving him 
rescue breathing if they resuscitate him or the bag, 
the BVM rather. But we didn't try to ascertain 


vitals. We just tried to load him up on the stretcher 


and get the EMTs to get a bus and get him out. 


Q. I have a question for you. The building you 


were in, now, you lobbed water all day onto 90 West. 


A. Yes. 

Q. 90 West was largely involved in fire from the 
collapse? 

A. Yes. I believe it started early on. There 


were a lot of car fires from the debris that was coming 
down, so I believe that maybe some of the debris from 


the first plane that hit the north tower traveled into 


that building and started the fire. I know there was a 


pretty good fire condition on the first floor. You 


could see it through the doors and the windows and then 


through the rest of the day. I don't know the 


condition of the building. It looked like they wer 


work on it because they had the scaffolding set up. 


Q. Right, yes, there was work. 


A. So I assume that the interior condition of 


the building was not really in that good shape because 
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the fire traveled to the upper floors pretty fast, 


unless that whole side of the building was affected by 


the plane debris, which is probably a safer assumption. 
Q. From where you operated from lobbing water 
all day, were there any other companies with you or in 


that area? Do you remember seeing any other companies? 


A. Yes, there were companies. There were a lot 
of vollie companies, I think, coming up, trying to find 
out if they could help, and there really wasn't a lot 
for anybody to do other than relieve a company that was 


already there. But a lot of vollie companies were 


coming up. I know they had at least two hand lines 
operating and another Stang out of 70 West, out of the 


hotel, which I think is the Marriott Hotel, of course, 


the problem being we had very limited water. 


Q. Right. Water was a problem all day. 

A. Right. That building, 70 West, we were 
hitting that in waves. We'd shut down the upper floors 
and use the hand lines on the lower floors, then we'd 


shut down that floor and use a Stang in the middle 


floors, and then shut down that and use the Stang for 


more floors. I think they had I don't know if it was a 


hand line or another Stang up on the roof trying to 


shoot it into the top of the building. But limited 
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water, so it was kind of a -- 
Q. Not a good way to put out a high-rise 
building fire. 


A. No. Definitely not. Very tedious process. 


The winds kicked up and it looked like we were going to 


lose that building as well. Thankfully, the winds died 


down and we got control of it. When we left, it wasn't 


extinguished but it was on its way. I wouldn't even 


say it was under control, but it looked like it 


wouldn't be that much longer. 


That's about it. That's all I know. 


Q. What impression did you get when the south 


tower fell down and this cloud of dust was enveloping 


you? Did you have a sense that most of the building 


collapsed or did you have a sense of what was -- 


A. Early on, looking at the buildings, my 


personal belief, my personal immediate belief was that 


the top of the building was going to slide off of the 
south tower because damage that the plane did, it 
looked like it took out half the building on a number 


of floors, on multiple floors. But it was a fleeting 


thought. I don't think anybody there believed in their 


heart that that building was going to collapse, even 


that the top would come off. But I don't think anybody 
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believed that that building was going to collapse the 
way it did. 
But when it did start coming down, you knew 


exactly what it was. A couple of guys thought it was 


another plane because we heard reports of another plane 
coming in, and then you heard this noise anda few guys 


said it's another plane. But for whatever reason, I 


knew exactly what it was. It sounded like a freight 


train going right over your head. It was an 


unbelievabl xperience. Then, when the second one 


went, obviously, you heard the same noise, so you knew 


what that was. 
Q. At any time did anybody -- I'm not being 


critical or anything like that. Did you ever hear of 


anybody trying to get a handle, like on a roll call, 


who's left? Was the handy-talkie at any time clear 


enough? How about orders assigning companies to do 


certain things? Anything like that? 


A. No. 
QO. It was just chaotic on the radios? 
A. Everybody was screaming. We knew we had guys 


down there that came on their own, and if you're 


standing next to somebody with a radio, a couple of us 


had radios and we hooked up with the other guys from a 
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company that came on their own, so you're trying to 
break in whenever you can. We heard one of our guys 
breaking in looking for another guy on the truck and we 


had just run into him. We all kind of converged on the 


same corner. It probably took us at least a minute to 
get our message out that we got him and he's with us. 
Then we all hammered again three blocks north, which, 


again, was north and I would assume it had to be 


Trinity, like right in front of the American Stock 


Exchange, just north of the American Stock Exchange, we 


happened to run into a couple other guys, and then we 


went all over to West Street, where we regrouped with 


off-duty members and on-duty members. 

Q. How did you get away from the scene? You 
said before something about 9:00 o'clock at night you 
operated until around? 


A. Yes. I think at 9:00 o'clock at night, 


again, a lot of this is personal belief, I think some 


of the Chiefs started to realize that you really hada 


lot of people down there and a lot of people that were 


not going to be that effective in the job that needed 


to be done. You could have 10,000 guys down there and 
endangering these 10,000 guys needlessly there for the 


work that 2,000 guys are going to be doing. Plus you 
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had guys that were tired, you had guys that were beat 
up, you had guys that were hurt. 


Not to say that not every single one of us 


was not dedicated. We were all dedicated. We all 


wanted to go in there and dig and help to get these 


guys out. But there was a lot of guys, I think, that 


were just incapable of doing that, and I think a lot of 


the Chiefs realized that. So the guys that were there 


for more than 24 hours, which I'm sure was a lot of 


guys, they released them. Whether everybody left or 
not, I don't know. But our company left. We were 
physically and emotionally beat up and spent. 


Q. Okay. Sad story. 


A. Yes. There's a lot of them out there. 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: I want to thank 


Fireman Murray for his interview. This concludes the 


interview at 1406 hours and that's all. 


